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leave the city. They will proceed for several miles until
they reach a broad river on the other side of which is an
island. Then they will place you in a boat, and a boat-
man will row you to the other side. There he will leave
you and return. As the island is surrounded by the
water, there can be no communication with the outside
world."

The President was quite disturbed by this account.
"Why did you not tell me of this before?" "Firstly, I
did not know you; secondly, this knowledge could not
prevent 'Homai' from alighting on your head; thirdly,
even should you have known this, the people would not
have accepted your refusal." "But, have I not given them
a wise and efficient administration, and on that ground,
am I not entitled to a second election?" "You must real-
ize that the people are not electing you. It depends upon
the caprice of a bird, and I am sure, that even if they let
you stay in the public square on the election day, you
would 'not have the remotest chance of being re-elected.
On the other hand, no power on earth, except the will of
the whole people of this Republic, can amend this pro-
vision of the constitution. It is simply impossible/'
"Then what must I do? Will you give me your advice?"
"Well, you can do one thing. As long as you live in this
Palace, you have a perfect right to expend your salary on
any undertaking you deem most necessary and urgent.
You are able to select a number of architects, masons,
engineers and laborers, send them to the island, and give
them the commission of building a commodious house, in
which you may live during the remaining years of your
life. I have been aide-de-camp to many former Presi-
dents, and in every instance I have urged them to do this,
but they were so occupied with the gratification of their
own desires, that they did not heed my advice, and the
time slipped by. Suddenly they saw that the year had